
WE THE
STUDENTS



...BELIEVE THAT THE RAPID
ADVANCEMENTS IN GENERATIVE
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE WILL
FUNDAMENTALLY CHANGE HOW WE LEARN,
WORK AND LIVE.

This letter draws on the findings of three key initiatives:
1.An international and national student survey, examining how

students across Australia and abroad are engaging with AI.
2.A student-led session at the E3 (Entrepreneurial Educators

Exchange) Unconference in Sydney on 16 May 2026,
gathering insights from Australian educators on student AI
use in the classroom.

3.The NBCS (Northern Beaches Christian School) Summit on
'The Impacts of AI on Young People', held on 5 June 2026,
brought together students, educators, academics and
industry experts to examine the impact of generative AI on
education and the changing workforce.

The aim of this letter is to communicate how effective current AI
management strategies are, as well as what new ideas,
challenges, and opportunities exist and how changes would be
best implemented to better prepare students for the changing
workforce whilst maintaining core human traits, characteristics
and skills that ‘we the students ,̓ backed up by the experts,
believe are important in the pursuit of a better future for all.

To get in touch, contact: we.the.students.ai@gmail.com





A REVIEW OF CURRENT
EFFORTS

1 AI BANS

2 AI DETECTION

3 UNGUIDED ADOPTION

Collected data and opinions strongly suggest that the bans on
AI systems at schools are ineffective in curbing misuse and
make it more challenging for students to ethically obtain AI skills
and literacy, a skill that is of utmost importance in the current
workforce and will further increase in importance over the
coming years, as per the industry experts.

Educators unanimously agreed that AI detection in text-based
work is poor and “a waste of money .ˮ This is the case because
AI systems are trained on human data and thus produce human
outputs, which can lead to false detection. Additionally, it
substantially deteriorates the student-teacher relationship,
which has a significant impact on learning.

The data below reveals that teachers are trying to get students
to use AI, yet students do not feel they are properly educated.

86%
of students have been asked by a
teacher to use Gen AI in the
classroom

51%
of students say they feel that they
have never been educated on how to
properly use Gen AI by anyone

82%
of students use Gen AI at least
weekly



NEW DISCOVERIES

1 A GLOBAL ISSUE

2 A CHANGING WORKFORCE

3 UNEQUIPPED EDUCATORS

Global surveying efforts revealed that the challenges of AI in
education are universal across Australia, New Zealand, Asia,
North America, Europe and Africa.

In a workforce where AI is becoming ever more dominant,
summit participants agreed on key Human skills which will
remain important in an AI-driven workforce:

Dealing with and interpreting ambiguity and uncertainty
Resilience
Emotional and interpersonal skills (empathy, generosity,
kindness, conflict resolution, negotiation, communication)
Imagination
Creativity
Curiosity
Critical/Independent thinking and judgement

Educators are clear on the fact that they could significantly
improve the education of their students if they themselves had
more resources to learn, demonstrate and harness AI.

4 A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY
AI provides a unique opportunity to improve the education of
students who have fallen behind or are ahead.



ACTIONABLE
RECOMMENDATIONS

1 EQUIP THE SYSTEM NOW

2 TEACH AI WITH PURPOSE

82% of students already use AI at least weekly. Every day
without action widens the gap between students' reality and
their education.
Federal and state governments must give schools one
consistent, government-led framework for how AI can
benefit students in learning.
Fund teacher training so educators can confidently model AI
use; collected data shows student workforce readiness
could nearly double (3.2 → 6.1 out of 10) from small,
teacher-supported changes.
Track student AI use and readiness in aggregate (with
privacy safeguards) and report publicly, so the public can
hold government accountable.

Mandate AI literacy in the curriculum, approaching the same
weighting as core subjects.
Pair literacy with wellbeing: teach how AI and attention-
driven algorithms actually work, and address over-reliance
and isolation.
Support the use of AI to help teachers tailor learning to each
student, extending those who are ahead and lifting those
who have fallen behind, so no one is held back by a one-
size-fits-all classroom.



KEY SIGNATORIES

3 REDESIGN HOW WE ASSESS LEARNING
Shift assessments, including government standardised
assessments, away from pure memorisation towards human
skills like imagination, creativity, reasoning, and
demonstration.
Instead of policing AI, exams and tasks should be built
around the human skills that matter most in a world that is
being driven and rapidly changed by AI.
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CHANGING THE FUTURE OF
EDUCATION - FOR A BETTER

TOMORROW - TODAY

WE THE STUDENTS
An international student-led initiative
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